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Centering Words I
�is Spirit is like a mighty wind, rushing amongst the people of God.
With tongues like living �ame, the Spirit �lls us. She reveals what no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard, what no human mind has imagined.
�e Spirit’s arrival tunes our hearts to God’s grace;
our spirits resonate and ring with the truth
that we are beloved children made in the image of the Triune God.
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here. Come and fall afresh on us.

Call to Worship III

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, Spirit, into this place and pour out your �re upon us.
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, Spirit, into this place and �ll us with your power.
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, Spirit, into this place and renew us with your love.
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
You are welcome here.



Prayer III
Gracious God, you are Wisdom and Spirit,
the pure Love that moves over and within and through your creation.
You cannot be contained by our de�nitions.
You cannot be corralled by our barriers.
You make all things possible, even the impossible.

Gracious God, Wisdom and Spirit,
move through our world now and revive your weary people.
Transform us into those who bring justice and peace
to this world aching for a sign from you.
May your goodness renew our strength
to live into the hope of your redeemed realm.

Come, Holy Spirit. Come.

Intergenerational Prayer of Intercession
to be led by two people –preferably an adult and a child (in i�alics)

Gracious Spirit,
always moving, always changing,
never resting, never hurried,
we li� up our prayers.

We pray for our cares and concerns, the things that trouble our hearts and worry our minds, those things
spoken and unspoken.
We pray for joys and celebrations, the things that make us smile, the things that make our hearts happy, the things
that make our spirits sing.

We pray for the Earth you created, the life you brought forth, the fruit from the ground, the water that
nourishes us.
We pray for the creatures who live on this Earth.

We pray for the nations we have created, the individuals and communities who so o�en stru�le against
each other and against you.
We pray for those who are small and weak and without power.

We pray for your churches, for the humility to confess our sins, for the courage to follow your ways, for the
will to love like Jesus.
We pray for those who are sad or hur�, sick or lonely, scared or angry.

We pray for ourselves, for forgiveness for the ways we have hurt others, ourselves, and you.
Holy Spiri�, help us to love you. Help us to know you love us. Amen.



Pastoral Prayer
Creator Spirit, in the beginning,
you hovered over the waters,
and breathed life into all creation.
It is only through your presence
that life comes into being.
We give you our thanks and praise.

Guiding Spirit,
through your work, the prophets heard the voice of God,
and spoke conviction to your wayward people.
Give us your guidance now, in the �uiet of this moment.
Reveal to us the places
where we have harmed others, ourselves and you.
Convict us of our need for your forgiveness.

Sanctifying Spirit,
you made your people into your dwelling place,
and live within us.
You know our longings
and intercede with sighs too deep for words.
Remind us of your Spirit within us
and empower us to live out your justice and peace
as we make our way through this broken world.

Reconciling Spirit,
you worked within those who followed Jesus,
to share the good news of a life lived in his presence.
Make us aware of those who need to know you
and help us to o�er encouragement and exhortation
to those who need to hear your voice now.

Transforming Spirit,
move us to be more like Jesus,
lead us to be more like Jesus,
e�uip us to be more like Jesus,
as we worship and serve you, we pray. Amen.



Communion Invitation
We come to the table this day,
to the place we return again and again.
Here we �nd these humble elements -
bread and cup- transformed by the Spirit of God.
�rough Christ’s love,
this bread is no longer common bread,
but body broken.
�rough Christ’s love,
this cup no longer holds the lowly grape pressed and crushed,
but blood of the new covenant.
�rough Christ’s Love
the violence of elements- broken, pressed, crushed-
is transformed into welcome, acceptance, forgiveness, and redemption.
�is is the meal the Spirit has set for you.
Come and eat.
�e table is set, the feast is prepared, and you are welcome.

Communion Prayer
Spirit of the living God,
You hovered over the waters before the world was brought into being,
called forth creation from nothingness,
and breathed into the lungs of the people you formed.
You led your people through wind and �re,
and provided manna in the wilderness,
fed the hungry and o�ered your very self for our redemption.
On this day, we remember and celebrate the coming of your Spirit
upon the disciples, and the birth of your church.
You continue to move within us.
You continue to transform your people.
We pray now that the bread we eat and the cup we drink will speak to us of your deep love for us,
your presence with us, and your gi� of those around us. Transform us, Lord, we pray. Amen.

Benediction III
�ese dry bones have received the breath of life.
�ese confounded ears have heard the words of life.
�ese hesitant hearts have felt the very pulse of life itself.
Oh, Spirit, we thank you.
We go out with praise. Amen.



Holy Spirit Holes (an o�ering meditation)

�e Dark Ages, from the 5th century to the 11th century, was a bleak time. Rome was sacked and the
former empire was in disarray. �e 600 years a�er the fall of Rome was marked by disease, war, and
scarcity.

In this dark time, one bright light came from the local cathedral where thousands of people were o�en
employed across several generations in the cra�ing of a cathedral. Even in smaller towns, when a church
was built, it became the cultural, social and spiritual center of the community. Beyond the spiritual, the
church was where court was held; it was a safe place for travelers to seek shelter; the local market was held
in its s�uare. �e presence of a church in the center of a village, especially a large cathedral, was an anchor
that guaranteed a stable economic base on which a society could be built.

People of all classes gathered in the cathedral. Due to widespread illiteracy, beautiful murals, sculpture,
stained-glass windows, and pageantry helped to teach the stories of the faith. Pentecost was one of the
great holidays celebrated in these cathedrals. In fact, many of these churches were built with special
consideration for this great festival. �e great domed and vaulted ceilings, so richly painted, disguised a
number of trap doors that were used expressly for Pentecost celebrations.

During worship on Pentecost day, some parishioners would be dra�ed to climb up on the roof. At the
appropriate moment during the liturgy, they would release live doves through the trap doors, through the
painted skies and clouds of the cathedral ceiling. �ese doves would come swooping down on the
congregation as living symbols of the presence of the Holy Spirit. At the same moment, the choir boys
were encouraged to make whooshing and drumming sounds, like a holy windstorm. �en, �nally, as the
doves swooped and the winds rose, the trap doors were again opened, and bushels of rose petals were
showered upon the congregation, symbolizing tongues of �ame falling upon the faithful below.

�e holes through which this was done were called, "Holy Spirit holes”. You can imagine the wonder and
delight that an event like that would bring into the hard and weary lives of those medieval Christians!

Today, we don’t have any holes in the ceiling like that. �e sense of drama they had back then when people
could not read and the stories had to be told in ways that would not be forgotten has been lost in our o�en
staid telling of the Pentecost story.

Yet surely today, as much as then, we need those "Holy Spirit holes.”

It’s not the actual holes in the ceilings that we need, but openings and conduits through which God’s Spirit
can enter, permeate, and revitalize us and our individualistic culture. We need the Spirit to make us into a
"Holy Spirit hole” – willing to witness to the power of God’s love in this world and willing to be conduits
of God’s grace in the world.

We take this o�ering now, as a witness and a conduit – that our gi�s might bless those who receive them
and that others, just as at the time of Pentecost, will hear and experience the Gospel whatever language or
pageantry they need to understand. For this is what changes people, communities and the world.

Adapted from http://kidsfriendly.org.nz



A Dramatic Reading: Ezekiel 37: 1-14
~ taken from �e Voice Bible translation of Scripture, copyright © 2012 �omas Nelson, Inc.

�e Eternal had a hold on me,
and I couldn’t escape it.
�e divine wind of the Eternal One picked me up
and set me down in the middle of the valley,
but this time it was full of bones.
God led me through the bones.
�ere were piles of bones everywhere in the valley—
dry bones le� unburied.

Son of man, do you think these bones can live?

Eternal Lord, certainly You know the answer better than I do.

I do.  Prophesy to these bones.
Tell them to listen to what the Eternal Lord says to them:
“Dry bones, I will breathe breath into you,
and you will come alive.
I will attach muscles and tendons to you,
cause �esh to grow over them
and cover you with skin.
I will breathe breath into you,
and you wlll come alive.
A�er this happens,
you will know that I am the Eternal.”

So I did what God told me to do:
I prophesied to the bones.
As I was speaking, I heard a loud noise—
a rattling sound—
and all the bones began to come together and form complete skeletons.
I watched and saw muscles and tendons attach to the bones,
�esh grow over them,
and skin wrap itself around the reforming bodies.
But there was still no breath in them.



Prophesy to the breath.
Speak, son of man, and tell them what the Eternal Lord has to say:
“O sweet breath, come from the four winds
and breathe into these who have been killed.
Make these corpses come alive.”

So I did what God told me to do:
I prophesied to the breath.
As I was speaking, breath invaded the lifeless.
�e bodies came alive and stood on their feet.
I realized then I was looking at a great army.

Son of man, these bones are the entire community of Israel.
�ey keep saying,
“Our bones are dry now, picked clean by scavengers.
All hope is gone.
Our nation is lost.”

He told me to prophesy and tell them what He said.

Pay attention, My people!
I am going to open your graves and bring you back to life!
I will carry you straight back to the land of Israel.
�en you will know that I am the Eternal One.
I will breathe My Spirit into you,
and you will be alive once again.
I will place you back in your own land.
A�er that you will know I, the Eternal,
have done what I said I would do.



Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove, Fire and Flame

�ese doves/ �ames can be used in any number of ways.

Here are just a few ideas:

● Print in color or on colored
paper and tuck into bulletins

● Distribute to each member randomly
with a spiritual gi� (kindness, mercy,
compassion, gentleness, self-control, etc.)
that they can practice this season
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● Ask congregants to write a gi� they wish to o�er God and bring them forward as an
o�ering

● String doves together as a mobile to hang on windows or doorways

● Pass out black and white versions for people to color at home and bring back on
Trinity Sunday

● Combine doves into a mural on a large sheet of butcher paper and ask congregants to
write messages of hope around them

● Use as a children’s sermon illustration

● Print as coloring pages



© A Generous Welcome



© A Generous Welcome



Images Included in �is Sample available at this link

For $15 o� the full resource, please use code TRANSFORM at http://agenerouswelcome.com/shop

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uu4u2UJ-Kf6NEjKfdsWD8Tvbant5_2Wn/view?usp=sharing

