
Dear Friends , 

     I’ve always liked the 

phrase “you need to leave 

things better than you found 

them.” It is a way of 

walking through life, 

acknowledging the responsibility to 

add value. Sometimes, we do that by 

simply picking up trash. Other times 

it’s through the choices we make of 

vocation. Always, it is by living 

respectfully, honoring the dignity and 

worth of God’s whole creation. I 

think that is the essence of being 

Disciples of Christ — we live good 

news. 

     At some point in life, if we have 

lived this way, we begin to ask, “How 

do I leave this world in a way that 

brings blessing to those who follow 

me?” It is the question of legacy. It is 

the reason the Christian Church in 

Illinois and Wisconsin has created a 

Permanent Fund— to empower 

blessing and continued sharing of 

good news. 

     This brochure outlines several 

means of giving legacy gifts to bless 

generations to come. CCIW has 

established several funds that support 

ministries: CCIW Operating, All 

Saints, New Church Development, 

Camp Walter Scott. The mechanisms 

are in place to assure your gifts will 

be honored. Perhaps this is the time.  

  

The Charitable Gift Annuity is a great example 

of how a gift generates income for the donor. 

This is actually a contract between a donor and 

a charity that is part gift and part annuity. In 

addition to the annuity payment, the donor re-

ceives a charitable income tax deduction and a 

portion of each annuity payment may be tax-

free. At death, the residual goes to the benefi-

ciary(ies) identified by the donor. 

 

The Deferred Payment Gift Annuity, in which 

annuity payments are delayed for a number of 

years, offers rates that make it an attractive 

supplement to retirement income. 

 

The Charitable Remainder Trust is perhaps the 

most versatile charitable giving tool. With the 

CRT, it is possible to bypass capital gains tax 

on the sale of highly appreciated assets, gener-

ate an increase in income, receive an attractive 

charitable income tax deduction, and fulfill 

your philanthropic objectives. The CRT is a 

legal trust that can be constructed to produce a 

predictable annuity payment each year or take 

advantage of investment growth opportunities 

with income payments based upon a growing 

trust principal. 

 

Individual Retirement Accounts make excellent 

gifts, simply by naming the church as the bene-

ficiary. IRAs are heavily taxed at death, mean-

ing heirs often receive a much smaller percent-

age of the residual than the account owner 

would suspect. By giving the IRA to the 

church and giving other assets to heirs, less 

money is consumed in taxes. 
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   After a gift is accepted, specific donor in-

structions supersede any policies that the Re-

gion may have, and those donor instructions 

must be retained and honored in perpetuity for 

designated endowment gifts. All funds desig-

nated for the Permanent Fund shall be consid-

ered permanent and therefore only the income 

on these funds may be used for ministry. 

 

B. Undesignated Gifts 

 

   Undesignated gifts, including but not limited 

to bequests, the residual value of charitable 

trusts and charitable gift annuities, real estate 

and life insurance, shall be apportioned in the 

following manner: 

 Not more than 20% of the gift can be used 

immediately for the Regional Operating 

Budget as long as the amount does not ex-

ceed 10% of the Operating Budget. 

 The balance of the gift will go into the Per-

manent Fund to support the region’s ongo-

ing ministries. Each year, income earned 

will be spent for ministry.  

 The Fund will be invested so that there can 

be a steady stream of funding for ministry 

while preserving the buying power of the 

original gift(s). 

 

The Trustees of the Permanent Fund of the 

Christian Church in Illinois and Wisconsin are 

the elected officers of the Region, who will 

consult with the CCIW Finance Committee and 

Regional Minister-President to make recom-

mendations to the Regional Church Council. 

About Our Permanent Fund 

The Permanent Fund of CCIW con-

sists of all funds placed into a perma-

nent endowment, the proceeds of which 

are used by the Region to expand the 

witness and mission of Jesus Christ in 

the world. The Permanent Fund is not 

intended to compete with regular giv-

ing to Disciple Mission Fund,  or to the 

CCIW Annual Fund, nor to diminish the 

opportunities for responsible steward-

ship by present or future generations. 

 

A. Designated Gifts 

 

   The Region understands and 

acknowledges that any gifts will be 

utilized in accordance with the provi-

sions stated by the giver, provided such 

purposes are in agreement with the 

mission of the Christian Church in Illi-

nois and Wisconsin, as determined by 

the Regional Church Council. In the 

absence of specific instructions to the 

contrary, designated gifts are allocated 

to the Permanent Fund.  

   Where possible, such bequests and 

gifts shall be received into an appropri-

ate, specific, pre-existing endowment 

fund maintained by the Christian 

Church in Illinois and Wisconsin: 

CCIW Operations, All Saints Funds, 

New Church Development, Camp 

Walter Scott.  

   A donor to the Permanent Funds may 

designate that the income (an annual 

withdrawal of a percentage of the mar-

ket value of the Permanent Funds in-

vestment portfolio) from the gift be 

used for specific purposes.  

I’d Like to Learn More About 

How I Can Participate in the 

Permanent Fund of CCIW 

 
Enclosed is a check for $ _________ 

for the Permanent Fund of CCIW. 

I have already made provision for a 

gift through my personal will. 

I would like more information about 

ways to give through: 

A Will 

A Gift Annuity (which pays me 

income for life) 

Other Planned Giving Instrument 

 

________________________________ 

Name 

________________________________ 

Address 

________________________________ 

City State ZIP 

________________________________ 

Telephone 

 

For more information or a copy of the 

Permanent Fund policy, contact us at: 

 

Christian Church in Illinois 

and Wisconsin 

1011 N. Main St. 

Bloomington, IL 61701 

(309) 828-6293 

www.cciwdisciples.org 


