
May 2016 

Dear JYF Camper, 

 

 Welcome to JYF Camp at Pilgrim Park!  We're really happy to have you coming to camp.  We 

know you’re going to have a lot of fun.  You'll be meeting old camp friends, making new ones, and 

growing in your Christian faith.  Oh, and did I mention having a lot of fun? 

 

This year’s theme is "Fearless Faith!"  We’re going to talk about how we can work together to 

live and show our Christian faith.  It can be a scary thing when we do it by ourselves, but when we do it  

together, it becomes easier. 

 

 Camp starts on Sunday, June 26 at 4:00 p.m.  Please check in between 4:00 and 4:30.  Camp ends 

on Saturday, July 2 at 10:00 a.m.  Your parents should come between 10:00 and 10:30 to check you out.  

They don’t need to come early because we will be very busy right up until 10:00.  We have to pack, clean 

our bunkrooms, and have a closing worship in our secret closing worship spot.   

 

 We will pick up and deliver mail each day at camp.  If your parents or friends want to send you a 

letter, they should mail the letter by Tuesday.  If they wait too late, you may be gone before it gets to 

camp.  Your address while you are at camp is: 

  <Your name> 

  JYF Camp, Pilgrim Park 

  26449 1340 North Ave 

  Princeton, IL  61356-8790 

 

 If your parents have a real emergency, they can reach the Pilgrim Park office at 815-447-2390.  

After office hours, they can leave a voicemail – it gets checked several times during the evening.  If they 

need to pick you up before camp ends, they must call ahead of time and let us know. 

 

 If your doctor has you taking medicine, make sure you bring enough for the whole week. 

Prescriptions should be in their original pharmacy bottles with the correct name, date and instructions.  

Other medicines or vitamins also need to be in their original containers.  Bring a letter from your parents 

with instructions on how and when to take them.  In most cases the Pilgrim Park first-aid staff will be 

giving your meds to you.  One other thing:  if you have special diet needs that didn’t get on your 

registration form or last minute changes, please let us know.  Contact Terri or Jonathan by June 11 so 

that Pilgrim Park can adjust their food order. 

 

 The only money you need to bring to camp will be for the camp offering on Friday.  Your camp 

picture and t-shirt are already paid for.  Pilgrim Park also has stuff available at the camp store on Sunday 

during check-in and Saturday during check-out. 

 

 We have enclosed a checklist to help you pack.  We have also included a map with instructions 

for getting to the camp.  If you or your parents have any questions, please contact us or contact the CCIW 

regional office.  We can't wait to see you at camp! 

 

 May the Peace of Christ go with you until we meet at camp. 

 

Terri Grove: Co-Director  Jonathan Grant: Co-Director 

tmgrove57@aol.com   bit_chase@yahoo.com 

309-236-8233    512-239-9178 



Packing Checklist for JYF at Pilgrim Park 
 
Here is a checklist of things to bring and a list of things to leave at home.  It might be a good idea to have 

your stuff marked with your name so it doesn’t get mixed up with someone else's stuff. 

 

SLEEPING GEAR 
� A sleeping bag or bedroll 

� A pillow and pillowcase 

� Sleeping clothes 

 

PERSONAL GEAR 
� Soap 

� Shampoo 

� A comb or brush 

� Toothbrush and toothpaste 

� A washcloth  

� A bath towel 

� Other personal care items 

� Medications with instructions 

 

CLOTHES FOR THE WEEK 
� Underwear and socks (with some extra) 

� Shirts or T-shirts 

� Shorts or cut-offs 

� A pair of long pants for cool weather or 

hikes 

� A long sleeve shirt, hoodie or light jacket 

for cool weather and mosquito protection 

� A pair of comfortable play shoes good for 

hiking and running and active games 

� A pair of old sneakers, water shoes or 

other closed toe shoes for walking in the 

creek. Crocs and flip-flops won't do 

� A shirt and shorts to get muddy in during 

the creek walk or if it rains 

� A bag for your dirty clothes 

 

FOR THE POOL    
� A one-piece swimming suit 

� A towel just for swimming—it's nice to 

have a dry towel at the pool 

� Sunscreen 

 

FOR KEEPING THINGS OFF 
� A hat or cap to keep the sun off 

� Insect repellent to keep the bugs off 

� Something to keep the rain off 

OTHER IMPORTANT THINGS 
� A Bible (a modern translation is best) 

� A pen or pencil and paper 

� Camp offering 

� Your sense of humor and fun 

� Your love of God 

� Your courage to try something new 

 

OPTIONAL THINGS 
� A flashlight and batteries 

� A camera 

� Envelopes or postcards and stamps if you 

want to write home 

� Flip-flops or water shoes 

 

THINGS TO LEAVE AT HOME 
Don’t bring these kinds of things.  If you do, we 

will hold them for you until camp is over. 

� Food—it attracts insects, and critters 

� Candy—attracts even more critters, & Camp 

Directors who might be on a diet <nom nom nom!> 

� iPods, Nintendo 3DSs or similar electronics 

� Extra money 

� Unkind words 

� Anything else that might keep you or  

anyone else from enjoying JYF camp 

 

BIG NO-NO'S 
These kinds of things are a big no-no at camp.  

We will send you home immediately by Mad 

Dad Express™ if you bring them. 

� Fireworks 

� Tobacco products or electronic cigarettes 

� Alcohol or illegal drugs 

� Knives of any kind 

� Weapons 

� Any medications that your parents did not 

tell us about at the beginning 

� Anything else that might seriously hurt you 

or anyone else at JYF camp 



The Way to Pilgrim Park 

 
Pilgrim Park is located in north central Illinois, about two hours southwest of Chicago, one hour east of the Quad 

Cities, and one hour north of Peoria.  It is just south of Interstate 80.  The main entrance is from Illinois 29.  The 

back entrance is from US 6. 
 

I-80 from the west:   Take exit 61 onto I-180 South, and go 2 miles.  Take the first exit, US-6, and turn left (east) 

onto US-6, crossing over the Interstate.  Go about 2 miles and turn right (south) onto County Road 2625E.  The turn 

is well marked with a brown and white highway sign, CHURCH CAMP����.  This gravel road runs straight for a mile, 

and then makes several sharp turns.  Travel 2.3 miles to the main entrance to Pilgrim Park, which will be on your 

right through a stone gateway. 
 

I-80 from the east:  Take exit 70 (the Ladd/Spring Valley exit), and turn left (south) onto IL-89.  Cross over the 

Interstate and go to the stop sign.  Turn right (west, toward Princeton) onto US-6.  Go nearly 7 miles and turn left 

(south) onto County Road 2625E. The turn is well marked with a brown and white highway sign, ����CHURCH CAMP.  

This gravel road runs straight for a mile, and then makes several sharp turns.  Travel 2.3 miles to the main entrance 

to Pilgrim Park, which will be on your right through a stone gateway. 
 

IL-29 from the south:  Go about 2 miles northeast of Bureau Jct. and turn left (west) onto County Road 1285N.  

This turn is well marked with a brown and white highway sign, ����CHURCH CAMP.  Go about 150 yards and turn right 

(north) onto 2650E.  Travel 1 mile down this road.  The entrance to Pilgrim Park is directly in front of you as you get 

to the bottom of a steep hill.   
 

US-6/IL-89 from the southeast:  Turn left (west) on to IL-29.  Go about 7½ miles (about 2 miles past the second 

road to DePue) and turn right (west) onto County Road 1285N.  This turn is well marked with a brown and white 

highway sign, CHURCH CAMP����.  Go about 150 yards and turn right (north) onto 2650E.  Travel 1 mile down this 

road.  The entrance to Pilgrim Park is directly in front of you as you get to the bottom of a steep hill. 

 

As the GPS flies:  41.3386N, 89.3449W should put you at the front entrance. 

 


